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From the Dean of School 

 

Happy Friday!  
 
Enjoy the long weekend to remember the office of the U.S. Presidency 
and the forty-four men who held that office in American History. There is 
no school on Monday, February 18. 
 
This week, the students voted the Bald Eagle as the official mascot at 
Founders.  How appropriate for a U.S. history based school! 

 
 
Have a great weekend!  
 
With gratitude,  
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 
 

 

Mission in Action: Art 

As stated in The Founders Academy Mission, we foster a classroom environment where our 
students may demonstrate exceptional character and lead by example. The Academy recognizes 
the importance of balance in the development of the whole person, and respects each student's 
journey. In our middle school art classes, we build leadership skills by developing a classroom 
environment that encourages students to learn from each other. Students work as mentors with 
each other through the process of creating their art. We also establish the students understanding 
of the importance of developing ourselves as expressive, well rounded and open minded citizens. 
 
~Mrs. Traci Strub, art teacher 

 

Board of Trustees 

Dear Founders Community, 
 
I bring you good news!  As you may know, Founders Academy is due to have the State Board of 
Education consider renewing our school’s charter.  We received word yesterday that this may 



happen very soon, possibly as early as next month.  As you know, we’ve been working very hard 
for a long time to prepare for renewal.  You may access and review our proposed charter 
amendments at this link.  
 
On a related front, more good news.  The State Board of Education unanimously agreed to extend 
the existing charter all the way through the 2019-2020 school year.  Although three month 
extensions are typical in the instance of a backlog at the NH Department of Education, we got a 1 
year extension! We are very appreciative of this decision by the Board of Education to provide a 
longer extension.  The Chairman of the State Board of Education made it clear yesterday that this 
action was specifically intended to give our students, parents, and faculty full confidence that 
Founders Academy will be here into the future.  
 
We look forward to working with the State Board to address any concerns that have been raised. 
Although we have appealed the State Board of Education’s Order, we continue to have open 
communication with state officials regarding any question or concerns they may have. 
 
We thank all our students and parents for their continued support and patience as we work through 
the process. I hope you have a great weekend, and that you celebrate our country’s rich history of 
leadership on President’s Day.  
 
Best Regards, 
Bob Best 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 
 

 

 

Student Services Update by Ms. Stewart 

Dear Founders Community, 
 
There will be an assembly for all high school students next Wednesday, February 20, during Round 
Table. During the assembly we will discuss Student Driver Privileges, the process for registering for 
classes for next year, and a change to the morning routine that will give high school students their 
own space in the morning before school starts. After that meeting, all student drivers will need to 
update their forms. 
 
Ms. Parent, our school counselor, has begun scheduling meetings with juniors to review their 
progress toward graduation and begin conversations about college and career. She has been 
sharing information about NH Scholars and other opportunities our high schoolers can take 
advantage of.  
 
Please encourage your students to check the clubs board in the main hallway and the student 
newsletter for news and information about ways to get more involved in the Founders community. 
We have a garden club, sewing club, games club, student government, and econ and ethics club 
among many others. Students can propose new clubs by filling out a new club request form and 
finding an advisor. Clubs must fall within the mission and values of the school, providing 
opportunities to develop leadership, provide service, or engage in fellowship. All clubs need to have 
a staff member (or two) as an advisor. 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/about/governance/notifications/communication


 
Media literacy is an important issue for parents and teachers of teenagers alike. The use of social 
media and chat apps impacts students’ ability to focus during the school day and extends social 
interactions among peers to all parts of life. If you want to learn more about digital media and teens, 
please check out Common Sense Media. 
 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or information you want to share, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  
Respectfully, 
Paula Stewart, Director of Student Services 
Paula.stewart@tfanh.org 
 

 

Message from PTSA Nominating Committee 

Hello everyone, 
 
This email is to let you all know that PTSA board member nominations are coming up in March and 
we would like to invite anyone who is interested in being considered to contact the PTSA 
Nominating Committee. Students, Parents, and Teachers alike are all eligible to seek nomination 
for the following positions: President, Vice President- Fundraising, Vice President- Membership, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. If you are interested in learning more about the open positions and the 
commitment they require please email the committee at ptsa@tfanh.org and we will get back to you 
as soon as possible! 
 
We look forward to hearing from you, 
Allison Ouellette 
PTSA Nominating Committee Chairman 
 

 

 

School News  

 

Founders New Mascot: Mr. Theriaque 

Last year, my round table began discussing the selection of the Falcon as the mascot for The 
Founders Academy. We discussed the meaning of a mascot as a representative of the school and 
its philosophy and recognized that two things had occurred here. First, since the time of the election 
of the falcon, he really had not grown as a part of the school family, and second, by no means did 
the falcon represent the mission of the school anywhere near the way the American Bald Eagle 
would. 
 
After lengthy discussion, representatives of my round table collected signatures requesting 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
mailto:ptsa@tfanh.org


reconsideration of the mascot selection. There was significant interest in holding another vote, but 
time and the end of the school year put it to rest for the moment. 
 
The discussion was resumed this year and with input from several Student Senators, we arranged 
for a school wide vote. The result was a significant change in mood, and the Eagle was selected as 
the new mascot by a vote of 179-99. 
 
We are assembling an eagle subcommittee to the Student Activities Committee to pursue the 
purchase of an Eagle Mascot costume. That committee will also work with the student body and 
Dean Mooney to select a name and logo for our new school mascot. He is destined to become 
an active, exciting member of our school community. 
 
We are proud to be The Founders Academy Eagles! Keep watching for the first appearance this 
new and exciting member of our school community. 
 

 

February Teacher of the Month  

The Teacher of the Month for February is Mrs. Emily Ciccarello.  Mrs. Ciccarello has been with 
Founders for 2 years teaching various chorus classes.  This year she coordinated a student 
directed play for the Middle School Drama Club, “The Enchanted Bookshop”.  Ms. Ciccarello has 
hosted choral concerts and is always there to lend a helping hand.  She also works in the school 
store with students every first lunch of the day.  Congratulations, Ms. Ciccarello!  

 

 

Teacher Spotlight: Kevin Quigley 

Mr. Quigley's presentation on communicative language teaching at the New Hampshire Association 
of World Language Teachers in November was voted Best in NH. As a result, he was sent to New 
York City last week to represent New Hampshire - and The Founders Academy - at the Northeast 



Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. He explained the theory behind his teaching 
style before giving a sample lesson to about 80 attendees. Congratulations Mr. Quigley! 

 

 

Clement Family Donation by: Mrs. Ragas 

Samuel C. and his parents arrived this week with a rack full of donated supplies for the school, 
including: several cases of tissues, glue and glue stick, folders, markers, index cards, notebooks, 
copy paper, scissors, and pencil cases just to name a few of the items. It was an impressive way to 
begin the week here at Founders Academy. A huge thank you goes out to the Clement family and 
to the Kuslaka-Clement Insurance Services, Inc. for their generous donation to our school! 
 
 



 
 

 

 

Upcoming Dances 

On March 8th there will be a high school dance from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. The theme will be Under 
the Stars, with the colors being silver, gold, white, and black. Admission will cost $5.00 and will 
include photography, one drink, and one snack. Other refreshments will be offered for additional 
cost.  
 
There is also an upcoming middle school dance on April 12th from 7:00pm to 9:00pm.  
 
If you are interested in assisting in the planning of either of these events please reach out to either 
Rachel S. (rachel.sanville@tfanh.org) or Allison O. (allison.ouellette@tfanh.org). 
 

 

 

Yearbook Ordering 

Our Yearbook Committee is working hard on putting out a great one this year!  They are available 
to order! 



 

 

Knit/Crochet for Cancer Patients 

Come to The Founders Academy on February 21 at 3:30 to 5:30.  You do not need to bring 
anything.  I will supply the yarn and needles.  If you do not know how to knit or crochet I will teach 
you.  We will be making hats for cancer patients.  The Candia Women’s club collects and delivers 
the hats to hospitals.  There will be hot chocolate and snacks.  Bring something to share if you 
want.  Please email me at v.nichols@tfanh.org to let me know if you will be attending.  
 
Thank you, 
Gini Nichols 
Math Teacher 
 

 

 

 
 

Volunteer Opportunities/Donations/Fundraising 

 

Dime Challenge Update 

Well the Dimes are adding up.  We have filled the bottle 1/3 of the way and we didn't start until 
October.  I think we can fill it by the end of the year.  Bring in your dimes to fill the bottle.  The funds 



will go to Random Acts. of Kindness. Thank you. 
 
Ms. Nichols 

 
 

 

Most Needed Items (updated 2/8) 

Founders relies heavily on donations for some of our essential items needed around the school. 
Below are the most needed at this time: 
 
Non-perishable chips/snacks and lunch items for the food pantry 
 
Cup Noodles 
 
Tissue Boxes 
 
Paper Towels 
 
Forks/spoons  
 

 
 
Sewing Club Most Wanted Items: 
Thank you for your continued support.   We are in need of small and large storage bins to help stay 
organized.  Please check out Sewing Club's Most Wanted Items.    We are SEW happy for your 
support! 

 

Art Class Needed Supplies: updated 1/14 

Mrs. Fortier's Art Class Most Needed Items:  
 
*Rolling Pins 
* Empty Talenti or Sorbeto containers 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-YSyIIOFe4c0T-iz3USLVvAigST68MrWInYUb7SVQk4/edit


* Hydrogen peroxide cleaning spray 
* Step-Ladder 
 

 

 

Wanted: Substitute Teachers & Study Hall Monitors 

Founders is seeking volunteer substitute teachers and study hall monitors!   If you are interested in helping 
Founders for full days, half days or even a period or two, please contact Lauren Brouillette at 603.952.4705 
or lauren.brouillette@tfanh.org for more information. 
 

 

Other 
 

School Calendar 

Regularly check the school calendar online link:   http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar 
 
Grid format:  http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar/2018%20-%2019%20School%20Calendar 

mailto:lauren.brouillette@tfanh.org
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar
http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar/2018%20-%2019%20School%20Calendar


 
NOTE:  Dates are continuously added and possibly changed throughout the year.  Please check 
the online school calendar regularly. 

 

Founders on Social Media! 

Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:    
 
Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/ 
 
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/ 
 

Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here:         

Check out Founders Youtube Channel here:      
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